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COVID-19  

European Commission 

sets exceptional 

measures for 

implementation of 

the new Energy 

Labelling  

 

 

The European Commission has just published a Notice on the application of the new Energy Labelling                

requirements for Washing Machines, Washer Dryers, Dishwashers and Refrigerators/Freezers. The          

home appliance sector warned of the possible negative environmental impacts of the implementation of              

the Regulations in the COVID-19 context, concretely resulting in additional environmental impacts such             

as the unnecessary scrapping of newly produced home appliances leading to loss of raw material and                

increased C02 emissions. 

  

“We welcome that the Commission agrees that exceptional measures need to be implemented in              

response to COVID-19 and, to some extent, our call has been addressed in the European Commission                

Notice published in the Official Journal” commented Paolo Falcioni, APPLiA’s Director General. “The             

Notice makes clear that material efficiency and circularity are common priorities. Scrapping of fully              

functional new appliances, as an effect of the COVID-19 crisis, needs to be avoided.” The Notice                

requires Member States’ Market Surveillance Authorities to take into consideration the exceptional            

circumstances caused by the COVID-19 crisis when enforcing the Energy Label legislation. This could              

allow manufacturers to place accumulated stock of products on the market that only have the current                

energy label also after 1 November 2020 until 1 March 2021. This should avoid the unnecessary                

scrapping of some new appliances. 

  

“Now, Market Surveillance Authorities need to adopt a harmonised approach across Europe to preserve              

the proper functioning of the EU Single Market and maintain a level playing field for manufacturers”                

Paolo Falcioni continued. “We therefore ask Member States to act constructively to pursue the common               

aim of preventing a needless waste of resources.”  
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https://twitter.com/APPLiA_Europe
https://www.linkedin.com/company/98487/
https://www.facebook.com/APPLiAEurope/?hc_ref=ARRm47jb1lk9OC88LI2ywH573kvdoFn08giewjL0MTfcjl4sqRZe4sBZwE5Bs8XZpOg&fref=nf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLiA - Home Appliance Europe represents home       

appliance manufacturers from across Europe. By      

promoting innovative, sustainable policies and     

solutions for EU homes, APPLiA has helped build the         

sector into an economic powerhouse, with an       

annual turnover of EUR 50 billion, investing over        

EUR 1.4 billion in R&D activities and creating nearly         

1 million jobs. 
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