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Brussels, 23 October 2020 

Dear Executive Vice-President Timmermans, Commissioner Breton and Commissioner Simson,  

This letter is being sent on behalf of Home Appliance Europe (APPLiA), the European Partnership for 

Energy and the Environment (EPEE), the European Ventilation Industry Association (EVIA) and 

LightingEurope, industry associations active in the Ecodesign & Energy Labelling Consultation Forum.  

The EU’s Energy related Products (ErP) regulatory framework has been a successful driver of energy 

efficiency improvements in ventilation, air-conditioning, and refrigeration (HVACR), lighting and 

household appliances. In reducing energy consumption, ecodesign and energy label compliant products 

are a significant contributor to decarbonisation and thus to achieving the European Green Deal’s 2050 

climate neutrality objective. Our associations remain committed to ensuring that ErP delivers and to 

reinforcing its role in the European Green Deal (EGD). 

The Commission is currently working to define the priorities for the Ecodesign & Energy Labelling Working 

Plan for 2020/2024, which will determine the future of the regulatory framework for ErP. With a view also 

to the Renovation Wave Initiative, our associations would like to take this opportunity to urge the 

Commission to prioritise three objectives: creating an ErP framework that is fit for the digital age, fully 



 

 

delivering on the existing promise of ErP through more effective market and customs surveillance and 

promoting the uptake of ErP compliant products in the new and existing building stock.  

1. Integration, Smartness, Connectivity & Use: An ErP framework fit for the digital age 

The digital age opens new possibilities for the ErP framework. Considering connected products part of a 

new energy market, using at best the renewable energy available, makes it possible to deliver on the 

expectations of the European Green Deal. Furthering the optimisation of energy usage was made possible 

up to now by technological improvements of individual products. In addition, our associations note 

complementary benefits for Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) alongside energy efficiency. To that 

extent, our associations stand ready to support the Commission, as key principles like interoperability and 

a careful balance between efforts and benefits must be ensured.  

2. Market & Customs Surveillance: Delivering fully on ErP’s promise 

ErP measures’ stories do not end when they are published in the Official Journal. Rather, another chapter 

is opened on their implementation. Our members are committed to delivering ErP compliant products 

and invest heavily in doing so. Provided that harmonised standards are listed in a timely manner by the 

Commission in the Official Journal. Effective, expedient, and consistent market surveillance is the natural 

corollary to ErP measures. The Commission’s press release announcing the adoption of the 2019 Winter 

Package of ErP and Energy Label measures estimates energy savings by 2030 equivalent to the annual 

energy consumption of Denmark. Without strong market surveillance, the presence of non-compliant 

products risks that the annual savings equate only to the annual energy consumption of a Danish region 

like Jutland. Indeed, a European Court of Auditors (ECA) special report, published in January 2020, found 

that 25% of products on the market do not comply with ErP. Thus, our associations urge the Commission 

to prioritise market surveillance and stand ready to cooperate with national market surveillance 

authorities under Art. 9 of the Market Surveillance Regulation. 

The EGD also promises that Europe’s competitive advantage will be ‘green’. However, shortcomings in 

customs controls for ErP measures allow non-compliant products from third countries into the Single 

Market, undermining energy savings and constituting a threat to the safety of EU citizens. For our 

associations’ members producing compliant products, this constitutes a form of carbon leakage and thus 

of competitive disadvantage, undermining the level playing field.  

3. Renovation Wave: Drive the uptake of ErP compliant products in the building stock 

ErP’s product design measures reinforced by a framework for integration and smartness and supported 

by improved market and customs surveillance are a solid starting point. Leveraging this to support 

decarbonisation requires that ErP compliant products are installed in the building stock. For new buildings 

EPBD, targets contribute to increasing their uptake. For the existing building stock, the barriers are more 

pronounced. Thus, our associations welcome the Commission’s planned Renovation Wave Initiative. 

Fostering the installation of integrated and energy-efficient technical building systems must be considered 

alongside solutions to drive insulation of the building envelope.  

Guidelines under the Renovation Wave for public and private financing should integrate additional 

conditionality so that renovations also improve the integration and smartness of buildings and their IEQ. 



 

 

In addition, financing schemes should be encouraged to incentivise the installation of the most efficient 

products from an energy, IEQ, integration and smartness perspective, whilst ensuring that renovations 

remain economically accessible to all socio-economic categories.  

Our associations would greatly appreciate the opportunity to bring the Commission cabinets and services 

responsible for ErP together in a meeting for an open discussion on the political future direction and 

priorities for the framework in the context of the EGD. With respect to the implementation of the 

Renovation Wave and the publication of the Ecodesign Working Plan 2020/2024 in December 2020 the 

opportune moment for such a meeting could be in mid-to-late November 2020.  

We remain are at your disposal.  

Kind regards,  

 

Mr. Paolo Falcioni, Director-General of Home Appliance Europe 

 

Ms. Andrea Voigt, Director-General of the European Partnership for Energy and Environment 

 

Mr. Russell Pattern, Secretary-General of the European Ventilation Industry Association  

 

Ms. Ourania Georgoutsakou. Secretary-General of LightingEurope 

About our associations:  

Home Appliance Europe (APPLiA) represents home appliance manufacturers from across Europe. By 

promoting innovative, sustainable policies and solutions for EU homes, APPLiA has helped build the sector 

into an economic powerhouse, with an annual turnover of EUR 53 billion, investing over EUR 1.6 billion in 

R&D activities and creating nearly 1 million jobs. www.applia-europe.eu. 

The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) represents the refrigeration, air-
conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. Founded in the year 2000, EPEE’s membership is 
composed of over 50 member companies as well as national and international associations from three 

http://www.applia-europe.eu/


 

 

continents (Europe, North America, Asia). With manufacturing sites and research and development 
facilities across the EU, which innovate for the global market, EPEE member companies realize a turnover 
of over 30 billion Euros, employ more than 200,000 people in Europe and also create indirect employment 
through a vast network of small and medium-sized enterprises such as contractors who install, service 
and maintain equipment. Please see our website (http://www.epeeglobal.org) for further information. 

The European Ventilation Industry Association (EVIA)’s mission is to represent the views and interests of 
the ventilation industry and serve as a platform between all the relevant European stakeholders involved 
in the ventilation sector, such as decision-makers at the EU level as well as our partners in EU Member 
States. Our membership is composed of more than 40 member companies and 6 national associations 
across Europe, realising an annual turnover of over 7 billion euros and employing more than 45,000 people 
in Europe. EVIA aims to promote highly energy efficient ventilation applications across Europe, with high 
consideration for health and comfort aspects. Fresh and good indoor air quality is a critical element of 
comfort and contributes to keeping people healthy in buildings. More Information can be found at 
www.evia.eu. 

LightingEurope is the industry association that represents the lighting industry in Europe. We are the voice 
of more than 1,000 lighting companies that employ more than 100,000 Europeans and create an annual 
European turnover of over € 20 billion. Our daily mission is to advocate and defend the lighting industry 
in Brussels, while reconciling it with ongoing EU policy aims. In doing so, we are dedicated to promoting 
efficient lighting practices for the benefit of the global environment, human comfort, and the health and 
safety of consumers. More information is available on: www.lightingeurope.org.  

 

http://www.epeeglobal.org/
http://www.evia.eu/
file://///emea.incepta.net/Grayling/Brussels/PA/Clients/EVIA/Meetings/Horizontal%20Issues/European%20Green%20Deal/Materials/Political%20Level%20Letter/www.lightingeurope.org

